
CITY OF 
LANCASTER

New Zoning Code



PROCESS

• July 2022 – August 2022

Stakeholder Interviews/Consultant Review of Existing Code

• Survey – setbacks; building materials and architectural standards, landscaping, etc.
• Late August/early September

Community Engagement

• Mid September

Code Diagnostic Report

• September 2022 – May 2023
• Reviewed 3 drafts of the code prior to a Public Hearing Draft
• Building Industry Association of Central Ohio reviewed and had no major 

comments

Stakeholder Committee Meetings

• Zoning Commission reviewed and recommended approval with minor revisions 
after a public hearing on June 8th

• The minor revisions are included in the Council Public Hearing Draft

Public Hearing Draft

• June 26, 2023 – 1st Reading
• July 17th – 2nd Reading*
• August 14th – 3rd Reading* -Vote

Council Review





RE-ORGANIZE 
CODE

Chapter Existing Name Proposed Name
1121 Title, Purposes, Interpretation, Jurisdiction Title, Purposes, Interpretation, Jurisdiction
1123 General Provisions Zoning Districts Established - Similar Uses - Rules of Measurement
1125 Yard and Accessory Uses Use Tables
1127 Agriculture District Agriculture District
1129 Residential Districts Residential Districts
1131 Office Districts Reserved for Future Use
1133 Commercial Districts Commercial Districts
1135 Industrial Districts Industrial Districts
1137 Sexually Oriented Businesses Planned Unit Development
1139 Landscaping Sexually Oriented Businesses
1141 Historic Preservation (Repealed) Landscaping
1143 Wellhead Protection Parking
1145 Flood Damage Prevention Regulations Signs
1147 Planned Unit Development Other General Provisions

  Accessory Dwelling Units
  Accessory Uses and Structures
  Architectural Requirements
  Community Gardens
  Fences and Walls
  Food Trucks
  Home Occupations
  Lighting
  Portable Storage Units and Roll-Off Containers
  Private Swimming Pools, Hot Tubs, and Spas
  Recreational Vehicles
  Reserved for Future Use
  Solar Energy Systems
  Temporary Construction Trailers/Offices
  Temporary Tents
  Visibility at Intersections

1149 Use Units (Previously Repealed) Wellhead Protection & Flood Damage Preventions Regulations
1151 Off-Street Parking and Loading Spaces CRA-3 Overlay Zone and Historic Overlay Zone
1153 Non-Conformities Non-Conformities
1155 Enforcement Enforcement
1157 Board of Zoning Appeals Board of Zoning Appeals
1159 Amendments Amendments
1161 Definitions Definitions



USE TABLES







DISTRICT FORMAT





 1141 Landscaping 

o Landscape standards designed to beautify the city and 
provide ecological balance which include parking lot 
screening, setback landscaping, tree lawns, buffering 
between uses, and landscaping specific to the Central 
Business District

o Standards based on feedback from ODNR Division of 
Urban Forestry

o New regulations specific to redevelopment sites to 
encourage reinvestment in the community while still 
providing screening and urban canopy

 1143 Parking,  Loading Spaces,  Access, and Vehicular & 
Pedestrian Connectivity

o Reduced parking minimums in line with current best 
practices

o Incentives for EV charging stations

o Pedestrian and connectivity plan requirement for new 
residential (5 or more lots), multi-family, commercial, or 
industrial uses 



 1145 Sign Regulations
o Relaxed requirements for sign setbacks along several 

developed corridors to ensure a cohesive look 
consistent with the existing character of those areas

o Regulations organized by sign type and focused on time, 
place, and manner

o Menu of sign options that allows property owners 
flexibility in sign types, but provides control through 
total maximum square footage of all signs on a lot

 1147.02 Accessory Structures
o Allows encroachment into side and rear setbacks

o Calculation for maximum cumulative square footage of 
all accessory structures on a lot



1147

03 Architectural Requirements
• Minimum residential and commercial design 

standards to promote an aesthetically pleasing look 
and a durable quality of building materials 

1147

04 Community Gardens
• Now a permitted use in all zoning districts to 

promote healthy living and community connections

1155

Enforcement
• Additional inspection intervals throughout the 

construction process to verify zoning compliance
• Adds in criminal citations with escalating penalties 

for failure to comply





QUESTIONS?


