
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE LANCASTER CODIFIED ORDINANCES,
PART ELEVEN _ PLANNTNG AND ZONING. TITLE THREE ZONING AND
PROPERTY RESTzuCTIONS. AND TO ADOPT CHAPTER I I3I _ SHORT TERM
RENTALS

WHEREAS, the Community Development Department is proposing the addition of
Chapter I I3 I - Short Term Rentals to the Lancaster Codified Ordinances; and

WHEREAS, because this is a zoning code amendment, the City Planning
Commission reviewed and revised the new Chapter proposed for adoption at three s€parate
meetings, and held a public hearing on the same on June 26,2025, in accordance with Lancaster
Codified Ordinance I 159.02; and

WHEREAS, on June 26, 2025. rhe Lancaster City Planning Commission voted
unanimously to recommend the proposed Chapter I 131 - Short Term Rentals to Lancaster City
Council pursuant to Lancaster Codified Ordinance I 159.01; now, therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COL'NCIL OF THE CITY OF LANCASTER, STATE OF
OHIO:

SECTION I . That the Lancaster Codified Ordinances are hereby amended to adopt
Part Eleven - Planning and Zoning, Title Three - Zoning and Property Restrictions, Chapter
I l3 I - Short Term Rentals pursuant to "Exhibit A" attached hereto and incorporated herein by
reference.

SECTION 2. That this ordinance shall take effect and be in force fiom and after the
earliest period allowed by law.
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EXHIBIi
I

1131.O1 Zoning Clearance Permit tor Short lerm Rental Required

No person, corporation, or entity shatL engage in, conduct, carry on, or permit to be

engaged in, conducted, or carried on, in or upon any premises, the operation of a Short
Term Rentat, as defined in Section 1161.01 of the Codified Ordinances, without an

approved Zoning Ctearance Permit in accordance with this Chapter and Section I 155.02

ot the codif ied ordinances.
i. A separate Zoning Ctearance Permit apptication is required for each Short Term

Rentat operated within the City. However, muLtipte Zoning Ctearance Permit

apptications need not be submitted if muttipte Short Term Rentats are tocated
within the same Short Term RentaI Premises.

ii. A copy of the approved Zoning Ctearance Permit for the Short Term Rentat must
be maintained on-site and avaitabLe for inspection upon request.

b. A Zoning Ctearance Permit to operate a Short Term Rentat shatt be etfective untit the thirty
first (31) day of December of the catendar year fottowing the year in which it is issued.

c. A Zoning Ctearance Permit to operate a Short Term Rental shatt be renewed every wvo (2)

yea rs.

i. The deadtine for apptying for a Zoning Ctearance Permit renewat shatt be the first
Monday in November of the year in which the current zoning Ctearance Permit

witt expire.

1131.O2 Application & Renewal Fee. The fee for a new Zoning Ctearance Permit apptication or
Zoning Clearance Permit renewat to operate a Short Term Rentat shat( be estabtished as set forth in
the Ptanning & Zoningfee schedule as determined bythe Mayor of Lancaster.

1 1 3'1.O3 Applicati o n Req ui re me nts.

The apptication ,or a Zoning Clearance Permit to operate or renew a Short Term RentaL as

required by this Ghapter shatL inc[ude the tottowing:

The address of the Short Term Rental Premises.

The type of dwetting unit of the Short Term Rentat Premises.

The name of the apptlcant, inctuding contact address, telephone number, and

emaiI address.
The name, contact address, tetephone number, and emaiL address of the tocat

host, who shatt be avaitable at at[ times for any issues retated to the Short Term

Rental and/or transient guests and who must be abte to respond within one (1)

hour of being notified of an on-site emergency.
The maximum number of occupants that witt be accommodated at the Short
Term Rentat Premises, which sha[t not exceedthe Occupancy Permitforthe Short
Term RentaI Premises.
The maximum number of motor vehictes permitted to park at the Short Term

Rental Premises. The maximum number of motor vehictes permitted to park at
the Short Term Rentat Premises shal.t not exceed the nu mber of vehictes that can
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be garaged or parked in the driveway of the Short Term Rentat Premises. Other
vehictes may be parked on pubtic streets where tawfut pubtic parking is

permitted. Parking spaces may not be required tor Short Term Rentats located
within the Central Business District, so tong as the premises on which the Short
Term Rental is tocated is within one thousand (l,000) feet of sufficient on-street
parking spaces or a pubtic parking tacitity. A tabeted site ptan or aeriat photograph

that identifies avaitabte parking spaces shalt be submitted in order to comptywith
this section.

vii. A simpte ftoor ptan with square tootage that identif ies rooms on att ftoors and the
specific tocation of bedrooms in a manner that demonstrates compLiance with
the requirements of this section. A design professionat is not required.

viii. Acopyof the resutts from a BCI andFBl background checks are required forthe
fottowing individuats:
a. The appticant;
b. The tocat host, if appticabte or different than the applicant; and

c. The property manager, if appticabte.
i. Background checks carried out within the past 12 months may be

submitted.
ii. New background checks shalt be obtained and submitted when the

Zoning Ctearance Permit to operate a Short Term Rentat is renewed.

ix. Any additionaL inJormation as deemed necessary by the City Ptanner or designee

to evaluate an apptication's comptiance with the provisions of the Codified
Ordinances or Ohio Revised Code.

b. The appticant must notify the City Ptanner, or designee, ot any change in information

contained in the Zoning Ctearance Permit apptication or renewaI within ten (10) days of the

change.

c. Any change in ownership or teasehotd of the Short Term Rental premises shatt void the

current zoning Clearance Permit and shatl. require submission and approvat of a new
Zoning Ctearance Permit appLication.

1131.04 Short ferm Rental Standards. The fottowing standards of operation shatt be the minimum
requirements for any Short Term Rentat within the City:

a. On-site parking shatt onty be in designated spaces as identified in the approved site ptan.

b. Overnight occupancy or parking ot recreationat vehictes, campers, or traiters, at the
premises of a Short Term Rentat is subject to the requirements in section I 147.11 of the
Codif ied Ordinances.

c. No advertising or signage viewabte from the exterior shatt be permitted at the Short Term

RentaI Premises regardtess of the zoning district.
d. Securitycameras mayontybe instatled onthe exterior of the Short Term Rentat Premises

or in a communat space inside the premises, such as a tiving room or kitchen. No cameras
shaLt be ptaced in a bedroom, bathroom, or any other ptace where an occupant woutd
have a reasonabte expectation of privacy. Appropriate warnings to tenants or renters



regarding the existence of security cameras must be conspicuousty posted at the Short
Term RentaI Premises.

e. Short Term Rentats shatL not house known sex offenders, be rented by the hour, or be used
for any sexually oriented business as specified in Section 707.O2 ot the Codified
Ordinances.

f . Short Term RentaLs shatl. obtain an Occupancy Permit from the City Buitding Department
prior to renting the premises to demonstrate compliance with appticabte state and locaI
taws, inctuding those pertaining to fire and building codes, including maintenance of fire
extinguishers, smoke-detecting equipment, and carbon monoxide-detecting equipment.

g. Short Term Rentals shalt not adversety affect the character of the surrounding
neighborhood in a manner that disturbs the peace as specified in Section 509.08 of the
Codified Ordinances.

h. Short Term Rental premises shatl be maintained in a manner that remains ,ree of any

Zoning Code, Buitding Code, or lnternationat Property Maintenance Code viotations.
i. Short Term Rentats shatt onty be rented to individuats eighteen ('l 8) years or otder.

'1131.O5 Grcunds tor Denial of Permit. The City Ptanner or designee shatt approve a Zoning

Ctearance Permit appLication or renewat for a Short Term Rental in compliance with this Chapter
untess any of the lotlowing appty:

a. The appticant submits an incomptete apptication or renewat and/or fails to pay the
required tee.

b. The appticant makes a materiat misrepresentation of fact as determined by the City
Ptanner or designee.

c. The Short Term RentaL or Short Term Rentat Premises has pending Zoning Code, Buitding
Code, lnternationaL Property Maintenance Code, or other regutatory vioLations.

d. The Short Term Rental or Short Term Rental Premises does not have adequate fire
protection or otherwise presents a rask of bodity injury by way of fire.

e. The appticant or Short Term Rentat Premises has a documented history of nuisance
behavior or criminat activity that endangers neighborhood or pubtic safety in viotation of
the Codified Ordinances or Chapter 3767 of the Ohio Revised Code.

f. The appticant, tocal host, or property manager is a feton, sex offender, or has committed
an offense ofviotence as indicated in his or her BCland FBI background check as required

by this Chapter.
g. The appticant, apptication, or Short Term Rentat or Short Term Rentat Premises otherwise

fait to compty with this Chapter.

1131.05 Revocation of Permit.ln addition to the penal.ty provided in Section 1131.99, the City
Pta n ner or designee may revoke the Zoning Ctearance Permit for a Short Term RentaI and may prohibit
the appl.icant and/or locat host from operating any Short Term Rentat or reapptying for a Zoning

Clearance Permit for a Short Term RentaI for any of the foLtowing:

Viotating any of the requirements set forth in Section 'l 1 31 .03 or Section I 131 .04 of the
Codiried Ordinances.
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b. Faiting to permit the City Ptanner or designee to inspect the premises to verity comptiance
with the provisions of this Chapter in accordance with Section 1 155.06 of the Codified
Ordinances.

c. FaiLing to register with the City lncome Tax Department or faiting to pay the todging tax

and/or fees required by the Codified Ordinances or Ohio Revised Code.

d. Faiting to compty with the sections of this Chapter or otherwise causing or permitting a

condition to exist that would otherwise viotate the Codified Ordinances.

1131.07 Appeal of Denial or Revocation. Any appticant whose Short Term Rentat Zoning Clearance
Permit apptication or renewat has been denied or revoked by the City Ptanner or designee, may file
an Appeat from an Administrative Officiat to the Board of Zoning Appeats in accordance with the
provisions of Section 1 157.07 of the Codified Ordinances.

1131.99 Penalty. Any person who viotates the provisions of this Chapter shatt be guitty of a
misdemeanor of the fourth degree on the first offense and a misdemeanor of the second degree for
each otfense thereafter.

1161.01 Definitions

SHORT TERM RENTAL: Renting a dwetting, or space in a dwetting, with five (5) guestrooms or tess

that is reserved or rented whotty or partly for compensatory fee for tess than thirty (30) consecutive
days.

SHORT TERM RENTAL PREMISES: The premises on which a Short Term Rentat is conducted. The

ShortTerm RentaL Premises are timited to structures in which a person or persons may l'avvfultyreside

and shatt be timited to a dwetting, or space in a dwetting, with five (5) guestrooms or tess that is

reserved or rented whotty or partty for compensatory fees for less than thirty (30) consecutive days.


